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The Lyden Magazine – February 2022 

Dear Friends, 

On a trip to a supermarket last week, I discovered that Easter Eggs were already on sale (despite Easter being 
late this year) and Valentine’s cards filled the shelves. 
 

We celebrate St Valentine on 14th February each year – often by giving our special 
loved one a card, sometimes flowers and often with a bottle that has bubbles in it! 

It is a time to celebrate love. 
 

And love comes in many forms and in St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians chapter 13 he 
reminds us of the different aspects of love and ways of expressing that love. It is not 
surprising that it is a reading often chosen to be read at weddings. 
 

Paul writes ‘Love is patient, kind, not envious or boastful or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 

but rejoices in the truth…..And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.’ 

 

Well, that is certainly something to live up to. If you are like me, that reading pulls me up short. And as 
Valentine’s day is also our Wedding Anniversary, it gives me much to ponder. 
 

How often do we fall short of expressing love – to our nearest and dearest, to our neighbour, our friends and 
wider family. Love is a gift that comes from God, who is love. Love can be likened to a diamond with its many 
different facets, reminding us that there are so many different way of expressing love.  
 

So when you feel daunted remember that love also has within it the gift of forgiveness and new beginnings. 
God is love and is always ready to forgive us when we turn to him. He gives us the strength to try again – and 
again – and again. 
 

How different this world would be if we are ready to share Gods love 
with one another. 
 

With love and prayers 

Sandy 

 

God of wonder and of joy; you are the source of life and love; 

Pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love; 

that we may share that love and joy with one another and the 

communities we live in. 

Amen. 

 
 

Revd Sandy Railton: 01793 814162/07867 525641           Email: sandyrailton@icloud.com 

about:blank
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Church Services February 2022 
 

Benefice of Lyddington and Wanborough and Bishopstone 
with Hinton Parva 

 

Sunday 6th February 10.30am Holy Communion at St Swithun’s Hinton Parva 

 

Sunday 13th February 10.30am Holy Communion at All Saints’ Liddington 

 

Sunday 20th February 10.30am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s Wanborough 

 With Bishop Lee Rayfield, Bishop of Swindon 

 

Sunday 27thth February 10.30am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s Wanborough 

 

Sunday 6th March 2022 10.30am Holy Communion at St Swithun’s Hinton Parva 

 

Dates for your Diary - February 2022 

Save the Date - Future events in the Benefice 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  
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Front cover picture 

Front cover picture was taken by David Thomas, it’s a picture of an Roe Deer, taken up The Hollow.  If anyone would like 
their photo to feature on the front page please e-mail them to lydenmagazine@gmail.com   

Wanborough Farmers’ Market 

The next Wanborough Farmers’ Market  will be on Saturday 19th February 2022, 9am to midday in 
Wanborough Village Hall. We hope to have the usual stalls. Please adhere to whichever Covid 
regulations might be in force at the time. As always, keep an eye on www.Wanborough.info for 
updates, or contact Sue or David Birley on 01793 790438, sbirley@gn.apc.org  
 
Photos from January 2022 Farmer’s Market - A variety of stalls all selling local produce along with a 

community café.  Held every 3rd Saturday of the month.  Please come along and support this great local market. 

Community Café. Raising money for 

different charities each month 
Fairtrade products 

V.P. Collins 

Fresh Farm Vegetables 

Hinton Marsh Farm - selling free range meat. 

As featured on BBC1’s TV programme - The Farmers’ Country 

Showdown.  Well worth a watch if you haven’t seen it, available 

on BBC Iplayer. 

http://www.wanborough.info/
mailto:sbirley@gn.apc.org
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 Wanborough Parish Council 

Unfortunately due to the spike in covid-19 cases in December and the recommendation from the 
National Association of Local Council’s (NALC), Parish Council made the decision to cancel the Parish 
Council meeting that was due to take place in December.  At the time of writing all the planned 
meetings in January & February are still due to go ahead, but we continue to follow the current 
guidance. 

Any changes to the planned meetings are always advertised on our Parish website and Facebook 
page so please check if you wish to attend any of the meetings, or alternatively please contact the 
Parish Clerk who can confirm. 
 

Village Maintenance  

Since the start of the New Year the Handyman has been carrying out some winter maintenance around 
the village, concentrating on clearing pavements and footpaths that have become slippery or 
overgrown.  He recently cleared the pavement at the corner of Church Road, opposite Mayfield.  He has 

cleared and cut back the hedge at the top of Kings Lane to make this path 
wider and easier to use. 

The next Footpaths & Village Maintenance committee meeting is on 
Monday 7th February 2022.  Please let us know if you think there is anything 
you would like considered at this committee meeting . 

If you need to report any village maintenance issues to Parish Council then 

this can be done by contacting us directly as follows:- 

E-mail - Clerk@wanborough.info 

Mobile - 07588 769829, you can ring, text or send a WhatsApp message.  

Please provide as much information as possible; what you are reporting, location and add any 

photos you may have, but this isn’t essential.  

Please do not use Facebook to report maintenance issues as the Parish Clerk cannot keep track of these. 

Play Area inspections 

The play areas are inspected, cleaned and maintained by the Parish Council on a weekly basis. In addition once a year a 
company with qualified RPII play area inspectors carry out a full inspection of all the play equipment at both Church Meadow 
and Lower Recreation Field.  They then provide a report to Parish Council to review.  We are pleased to confirm that after the 
recent RPII inspection there were only minor matters that needed to be dealt with and both play areas are in good order.  

 

Tree Planting - Church Meadow 

On the beautifully crisp and sunny morning of Friday 14th January, local residents and children 
from Wanborough Primary School (Yr6) met up at Church Meadow to take part in a tree 
planting for the Queen's Green Canopy. 

Sarah Troughton (HM Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire) attended and explained the aim of the 
Queen’s Green Canopy to those there. 

The children planted about 30 trees (supplied by the Woodland Trust); Silver Birch, Cherry and 
Rowan. Also planted with the trees were wildflower 'seed bombs', which should start to emerge in the Spring. 

A very successful event, with many thanks to everyone involved.  Please see some photos from the event in the centre 
pages. 

 

Defibrillator Training - Last Call 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Councils would like to hold a joint defibrillator training session for 
residents in Liddington and Wanborough Parish.  So far Wanborough has received interest from 6 
residents but we would just like to double check if there is anyone else before we book a date.  
Please get in contact as soon as possible if you are interested in attending the training session 
please e-mail the Clerk at clerk@wanborough.info    
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Hooper’s Field - Driveway 

Quotes have now been gained to carry out repair work to the driveway at Hooper’s Field.  The quotes are due to be discussed 
at the full council meeting on 24th January.  The cost of the repair work will be covered by the grants we received for covid-19.  
Once a decision is made we hope to start the repair work asap.   In the meantime please take care when entering the facility. 

Finance  

Grants 

Each year Parish Council allocate a budget towards community grants.  Local organisations /charities can apply to the council 

requesting grants towards their project. 

For the financial year to March 2022 the Parish Council have given a grant / donation to :- 

• St Andrew’s Church towards graveyard maintenance 

• Wanborough Village Hall towards the maintenance of the hall 

• St Andrew’s Church Flower Club 

• Royal British Legion 

• Wanborough Primary School - George Gibbs / Yr6  

We currently have a small amount remaining in the grants budget for the current financial year.  Please get in touch with us if 

you have a local organisation / charity that would benefit from a small grant. 

Precept 

Parish Council held an initial Finance, Planning & Policy Committee meeting on 10th January 2022 to discuss the Precept for 

2022/23.  The recommendation put forward by the committee will now go forward to the Full Council meeting on 24th January 

2022.  We will therefore update you in next month’s Lyden confirming what has been agreed. 

Planning 

Inlands Farm 

At the time of writing we still have not heard anything further from the Inspector confirming his decision.  The last update we 

received was that he hoped to provide his decision by mid January 2022.  As soon as we know we will publish details on our 

website and Facebook page. 

Redlands 

At our last meeting with SBC Planning Officers they confirmed that the “Reserved Matters” planning applications are still being 

considered but they expect they will be ready to be agreed early this year.  Once these applications have been approved we 

will expect building work to start commencing at this site. 

 

Wanborough Storywalk - Rodway open space 

We are pleased to confirm that Wanborough Storywalk at Rodway open space is due to be updated with a  
new story from the beginning of February 2022.  

It’s a great activity for the children, please go and take a look if you haven’t already.  

 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held on  Monday 28th February 2022 at Wanborough Village Hall starting at 
7.30pm.  All residents are welcome to attend, subject to the current government guidance. Please note that there is currently a 
limit to the number of residents we can have at any meetings so please book your place with the Parish Clerk - 
clerk@wanborough.info  

Angela Raymond, Clerk to Wanborough Parish Council 

 

Parish website - www.wanborough.info   
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Liddington Parish Council 

PRECEPT FOR 2022/23 

At the January meeting it was unanimously agreed that the Precept would need to be increased by 4 % for 2022/23 to maintain 
the level of service that has been achieved since the transfer of services from Swindon Borough Council in 2017. Our aim has 
been to carry out works and maintenance where it is most needed, and we hope you have seen an improvement.  This increase 
will mean that the annual precept for a Band D property will be £66.95, a rise of £2.58 per annum.   The Parish Council will 
continue to make every effort to ensure that the precept is no higher than is necessary and remains prudent and self-
sustaining. 

LIDDINGTON HILL TREE CLUMP 

The landmark clump of trees on Liddington Hill is becoming a victim of its popularity.  

It can be seen from miles around, and once it reappears on a homeward journey many have that warm sense of safe arrival. 
The views it affords, and its natural sense of sanctity have made it a destination for those bidding farewell to departed loved 
ones through the scattering of ashes and varied memorial markings. Others use it as a picnic venue. The consequence is that 
discarded plastic and general rubbish have accumulated, and more alarmingly, damage to the famous trees has occurred. 
Insensitive use is compromising its future as a place of beauty and contemplation. 

The site is of course on private land, but while the landowner is not seeking to fence it off, both The Liddington Parish Council 
and the landowner are keen to find ways to halt its deterioration. 

I would be grateful for volunteers to join me having a clean-up session for a couple of hours one weekend soon, and to join in 
brainstorming ideas to encourage the visiting public to treat this special landmark with the respect and sensitivity it deserves. 
Let’s tread lightly to cherish the Liddington Hill Trees. 

Please contact David Lomax on 07931 895044 if you can help. 
 

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING- LAST CALL 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Councils would like to hold a joint defibrillator training session for residents in Liddington and 
Wanborough Parish, prior to booking we would like to know who would like to attend, with a date to be confirmed once we 
know how many would come. So if you are interested in attending a training session please e-mail the Clerk at 
parishclerk@liddington.org  

So far four residents have shown an interest in attending the training session. 
 

CARDIAC RESPONDERS 

The Village has had a further two residents come forward to be responders now meaning Liddington have five respondents. To 
give the village the best possible coverage, Liddington Parish Council are asking you to help more people in your 
neighbourhood survive a cardiac arrest by becoming a GoodSAM Cardiac Responder. 
 

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

Liddington Parish Council invite residents’ ideas on how best to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee taking place in June. If 
you have an idea or suggestion, please contact the Clerk via parishclerk@liddington.org  
 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

We currently still have one vacancy on the Parish Council and given that that Liddington is a small council, and especially with 
Covid still around, it has been a struggle to be quorate at times. That threatens our ability to meet and do business and places a 
greater burden on Councillors still standing. 

To qualify you will need to have resided or had your principal place of work in the parish, or within 3 miles of it, during the 
whole of the 12 months prior to co-option. To find out more, please email the Clerk at parishclerk@liddington.org  or 
alternatively, speak to one of our Councillors.  

The next meeting of Liddington Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 2nd February starting at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
Residents are welcome to attend, following current Government guidelines. 

Alternatively, if you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, please contact the Clerk, via parishclerk@liddington.org  

Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
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 Christmas Music in Liddington 

A most enjoyable and well-organised event was held in both All Saints’ Church and the Village Hall on 17th December. The 
evening began with drinks in the Hall, following which the audience progressed up the hill to the Church, where the concert 
was enjoyed in the dignified and entirely fitting atmosphere of our historic place of worship. 

It was good to welcome another return visit of Bristol University Madrigal Choir, whose performances here at Christmas time 
have become a tradition. For obvious reasons, their numbers were a little depleted this time, but without a conductor or 
accompaniment, they gave the appreciative audience a varied and seasonally appropriate programme.  

This was followed by a programme of classical and jazz numbers by the locally based string quartet, Col Quattro, played with 
their customary sensitivity and skill. 

The final part of the Concert featured poetry readings by our local Seamus Heaney (Maurice Spillane) and by two delightful 
young boys, Elijah and Jack, who also played music for us. 

Thereafter, most people returned to the Hall for refreshments and some more singing led by the Madrigal Choir, before 
dispersing with a feeling that Christmas was upon us and would be enjoyed, despite pandemic-related difficulties.  

The success of the event to a large extent was due to the preparation work undertaken by the Church and Hall Committees and 
their helpers. A modest profit was made and will be shared equally between the two organisations. Importantly, the Evening 
caused a welcome revival in community spirit. 

Adrian Moore 

News from All Saints Church - Lyddington 
 
Children’s Valentine Party Saturday, 12 February 2022 5-7pm Liddington Village Hall 
  
Come party your heart out! 
  
We'll snack on sweet treats, play fun games and create Valentine's for our friends and families. 
  

• Tickets £5 per family* 

• For children aged 3-11 

• Tea and cakes for adults 
  
*tickets based on a group of 4 which includes at least 1 child under 11 
For more information, please contact us at churchliddington@gmail.com or 
call 07931 541331 for more information 

  
Coffee Cake and Conversation 
  
Monday, 7 February 2022 at All Saints Church, Lyddington 10.30am 

Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for December -  Mrs A Roberts - Congratulations .  

Caroline Tams  

mailto:churchliddington@gmail.com
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Your Borough Councillor update - Gary Sumner: 
 

Ward Surgery is 9am – 11am 26th February at Wanborough Village Hall – please call or email me if you have questions on 
any subject. 

 

Gigabit update: Some of you have been receiving emails saying that your Gigabit pledge will expire shortly. Apparently pre-
Covid that used to be the case. The limit was removed during Covid and the Wanborough /Chiseldon scheme started during 
that time (my first meeting was in April 2020).  
 

The limit has been re-introduced by the Government department, but Openreach are requesting extensions on each as we 
are ‘in build’ and they do not anticipate a problem. 
 

I will share a further update after the next build meeting at the end of the month. The first few hundred premises for both 
Wanborough, Liddington and Chiseldon are targeted to be ready for residents to place orders by mid-February at the latest. 
Thanks for your patience – I’m looking forward to us all being connected. 
 

Roads & Flooding: The works have finally been completed on the leak at the top of Kite Hill.  
 

The newly resurfaced Callas Hill crossroads was re-marked following a report to SBC that the markings were likely to lead to 
unsafe movements. 
 

I’ve asked our Streetworks manager to look at the reinstatement of pavements following Openreach works in the village as I’m 
concerned that they don’t look good. Openreach have a Civils manager who has been very good following up where damage 
has occurred to gardens/drives & properties but the sub-contractors have not been as diligent as he’d like. 
  

I’m keeping a dialogue going with officers on both mud and flooding on Wanborough Road. 
 

Road work in Liddington:  I would like to bring to your attention some waterproofing maintenance works that will be taking 
place at the Furlong Brook culvert over the next few weeks. Furlong Brook culvert is located along the B4192 Purley Road, 
between the A419 Commonhead Roundabout and Liddington. The waterproofing works are needed to protect the structure 
and ensure its continued serviceability. The works will be commencing on Monday 31st January and will take approximately 5 
weeks to complete. During this period there will be alternate lane closures along Purley Road in the vicinity of the works area, 
managed by way of temporary 2-way traffic signals. 
 

20mph speed zones: 
I am seeking support for 20mph ‘speed zones’ in the villages. I’ve had suggestions of Ham Road from the Doctors to The 
Hollow? Top of Kite Hill (where there is no pavement) and Rotten Row so far. I’d welcome your feed-back?  
 

Wanborough Traffic Calming: We have gone out to tender with returns due by 18th January and the contract will be awarded 
early February. The scheme includes the High Street (increasing parking overall) and making it less of a desirable route for ‘rat 
running’, automated warning signs on the bend at the top of Pack Hill and some improvement to the start of Rotten Row and 
making the crossing clearer to Hooper’s Field. There will be no new street lighting in the High Street which had been a concern. 
 

Coate Water (update from SBC): Preparations are currently underway to submit a planning and listed building application to 
refurbish and clean the iconic Coate Water diving board. If the applications are successful we hope to bring the much-loved 
landmark back to its former glory this spring. 
 

Plans to build a new children’s play park at Coate Water are also progressing well and we will soon be going out to tender for 
the £500,000 project, which will see the park relocated to a more accessible position nearer to the public toilets, refreshment 
kiosk and car park. We had some really excellent feedback from residents following the public consultation, as well as from 
Mums on a Mission - Swindon who have given us some great suggestions so we make the play park an exemplary inclusive play 
area for all to use and enjoy.  
 

Litter Pick: A fellow Councillor alerted me to a massive amount of litter at Charlbury Hill. I popped up there on a Sunday morning and it was a 
revelation: Three bin bags were filled with drinks cans (alcoholic and a range of energy drinks), fast food wrappers, condoms, nitrous oxide 
capsules and wraps/foil. Clearly many different activities are going on so I have requested that the remote CCTV SBC use is deployed.  
 

Highways Schemes: White Hart (£30m) Work is due to start on the installation of the new noise barrier and safety fence crash barriers along the 
new slip road. Scheme looking to be completed in the next couple of months 
 

Gablecross (£8.4m) The contractor has restarted work on site after the Christmas shutdown. Carriageway widening works continue and the 
roundabout construction is almost complete. Landscaping will start shortly and the project will be completed in the next few months. Utility 
diversions continue to be a challenging process. 
 

Southern Connector Road (£30.6m) Works have started again in 2022 after the Christmas shut down. The main archaeological works have been 
completed and signed off by the County Archaeologist. Construction works are continuing with installation of a haul road spanning the length of 
the scheme – this enables materials to be delivered closer to where they are needed; optimising work activities. 
 

I would thoroughly recommend signing up for the New Eastern Villages newsletter as this is a regular emailed newsletter which updates you on 
the road schemes including White Hart, Wanborough, Commonhead, Southern Connector Road: www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter  
 

Please call me on 01793 790814 or email me: 
 gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

Ridgeway Ward website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/MOAMSwindon/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUcn_O1d7k2xlGl2B77uEx70YSnd5gzC8EQV20yLzirUzJJ5vYHO-erGnJU-eYKXsqY6vGzbiv4Sl5OYwGun0zT7UdP0p2R4382Ri5Rrqb_-SxfaFLpwlxWa6a3QDPIwHZ3s3fcPoSj7rAsHFMJl5CXYZjSlpnl4uwsGS2y0aSshRaoXl4EctA03Bs41FGjcn2X_qNxD6jEAp
http://www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter
mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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Wiltshire PCC Philip Wilkinson has launched the 
second phase of consultation: Making Wiltshire 
Safer which he will use to inform his new police and 
crime plan. 

The next phase starts today with the public able to 
download a copy of the PCC’s draft police and crime 
plan from his website and feedback their thoughts on the proposals. 

The plan, which will be finalised in March 2022, sets out the PCC’s pledges and 
priorities for Wiltshire as well as being the blueprint for Wiltshire Police’s strategic policing and crime priorities until mid 2025. 

Trust in policing 

PCC Philip Wilkinson said: “My new plan should directly reflect the needs and priorities of all communities and it is very much 
my vision to make Wiltshire a safer place to live and work. 

“Now I want to hear from residents to see if they think we’re moving in the right direction. 

“In developing my plan, I have used information and strategic advice drawn from Wiltshire Police’s leadership team, national 
policing direction, as well as from justice and community safety sectors alongside results from my survey. 

“My guiding principles during this process has always been dependent on a need for us to excel at the basics, for our 
communities to have trust in policing and justice and that communities are part of the decisions and assessment of the success 
of the services they receive.” 

Priorities 

Mr Wilkinson’s draft plan was also informed by responses from public and victim confidence surveys, his election pledges, the 
UseYourVoice survey, which saw nearly 3,000 individual responses, as well as responses from more than 1,000 young people 
surveyed by his Youth Commission. 

The new priorities detailed in the plan are as follows: 

• Priority 1 – A police service that meets the needs of its communities  

• Priority 2 – Reduce violence and serious harm 

• Priority 3 - Tackle crimes that matter to local communities 

• Priority 4 - Improve the experience of victims and deliver justice 

Feedback 

More information on how to join the virtual public sessions will be promoted across the commissioner’s digital channels. If you 
can’t be there in person, you can submit a question beforehand via the PCC’s website. 

He added: “I had hoped to hold these public events in person but, due to the increase in covid cases, we have taken the 
decision to hold these events online. 

“That way our residents can still use their voice to influence 
the process but in a safe environment. I do hope that as 
many people as possible will be able to join me to feed back 
their thoughts. 

“The priorities and direction the draft plan will be setting for 
Wiltshire Police has been directly informed by the 
responses I have received from residents, councillors, MPs, 
and organisations like the National Farmers’ Union and 
Neighbourhood Watch.” 

All feedback received will be considered and will directly 
influence the final police and crime plan, which will be 
before the police and crime panel on 10 March for final 
approval. 

Contact Information  Emma Morton 
Head of Communications and Engagement 
Wiltshire OPCC 
07384 820760 
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Warneage Woods - Woodland Trust 

You may have noticed the signs up at Warneage Woods and a number of trees being cut 
down, this is due to the work being carried out on the Ash trees due to Ash dieback.  Sarah 
Stebbing  from the Woodland Trust provides the following update on Ash dieback. 

Ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) is a fungal disease which originated in Asia. It 
doesn’t cause much damage on its native hosts of the Manchurian ash (Fraxinus 
mandshurica) and the Chinese ash (Fraxinus chinensis) in its native range. However, its introduction to Europe 
about 30 years ago has devastated the European ash (Fraxinus excelsior) because our native ash species did not 
evolve with the fungus and this means it has no natural defence against it. Ash dieback has been found in some of 
the ash trees in Warneage Wood. In the UK, ash dieback was first recorded in the UK back in 2012 in the south east 
of England. The spores of this fungus can travel in the wind it is possible that it arrived in the UK naturally, however 
it was also inadvertently imported on ash saplings. 

The fungus overwinters in leaf litter on the ground, on ash leaf stalks. It produces small white fruiting bodies 
between July and October which release spores into the surrounding atmosphere. These spores are transported on 
the wind, land on leaves and then penetrate into the leaf and beyond. The fungus then grows inside the tree, 
eventually blocking its water transport systems, causing it to die. Year-on-year infections will eventually kill the 
tree. 

It’s thought that we are going to lose around 80% of our ash trees in the UK. However, there is hope on the 
horizon. Initial findings suggest that we might have some trees that are tolerant to ash dieback, meaning that the 
population could eventually recover over time (likely over 50 years). However, tolerance to the disease is 
complicated because a number of factors play into it including genetic traits, the health of the tree and the number 
of ash dieback spores in the atmosphere. 

We’re still learning about the impacts of ash dieback and we keep a close eye on the health of all our trees and 
woods. As well as aiming to retain as many potentially tolerant ash trees as possible, but also letting nature take its 
course by allowing diseased ash trees to decline, we also improve the resilience of our woods to future diseases 
and climate change. We do this by increasing the genetic diversity of trees in existing woods. And when planting 
new woods, we use a mix of native tree species.  

To help reduce the risk of importing new diseases and pests the Woodland Trust only plants and sells trees that are 
sourced and grown in the UK and Ireland. We have also partnered with Observatree, a tree health citizen science 
project which trains volunteers to spot pests and diseases, helping tree health authorities identify and manage 
outbreaks early. 

Finding the balance between retaining diseased ash trees for as long as possible (which is our aim) and health and 
safety considerations is the starting point for our woodland management decisions. At Warneage Wood we have 
taken the decision to fell the worst of the affected trees. The areas of felling will have increased light levels and will 

 Winter activities for Children 

Twig Towers 

Environmental artists such as Andy Goldsworthy and 
Chris Drury use natural woodland materials to build and 
create 3D art and sculpture in the woods.  Why not build 
your own twig tower sculpture under a tree? 

Gather some twigs ready to create your twig tower.  It could have a square base, a triangular 
base or be of your own design.  The best place to build the tower would be beneath a gree as 
you can try to build the tower up to the lower branches.  If there’s a very low branch then you 
could build around it so that the branch becomes part of your sculpture.  You could also use a 
tree trunk as support.   

https://www.observatree.org.uk/
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Building Dens 

Den building is a fantastic activity for all ages. You can do it at any time of year, but autumn is 
an ideal time to try it as there are lots of fallen leaves and branches to use. 

Dens make perfect birdwatching hides, as well as shelters and basecamps for woodland walks. 

Building a den is also great fun for the whole family and a wonderful way to spend time 

together. 

Lovely to see some very creative dens that have been built within Warneage Woods.  Pictures 

of those recently spotted 

Further information on activities for children go to www.naturedetectives.org.uk. 

Time to plan your monster veg garden 

A walk along Ham Road proved that spring is on the way as the first Snow drops were pushing their 

heads above ground. I visited the garden centre in January and already they had the shelves out to 

display all their summer bedding plantlets. February is traditionally the time to sit down and 

decide what vegetables you want to grow this season. For some residents in Wanborough and 

Liddington, this includes growing for the show. So, in the spirit of good 

neighbourliness, I will drop a few hints and tips to get you started. 

There has been a big push for eco friendliness over the last year. Some of us have been that way 

inclined for decades. My Father-in-law Alan, and his family before him, were some of them. Alan 

always used to start his parsnips off indoors, giving them a good head start before they went into the 

allotment. How? By planting the seeds in toilet roll middles. The same can be done with sweet peas, 

peas, mange tout and carrots. All these plants need depth for their roots, which don’t like to be 

disturbed. You can pinch out surplus plants before they go out and you avoid carrot root flu too. 

Some of us have invested in daylight lamps to beat the winter blues. These are also good for getting your seeds to germinate 

and grow in February, giving you a head start ready for a show display of flowers. If you don’t have one do not despair. 

Tomatoes, Cucumbers and your favourite annual flower seeds can be planted up in takeaway containers, I know you all have 

some, pop the lid on and sit them on the windowsill, you have a mini propagator. When the seeds have germinated, lift of the 

lid and let them grow.  

Before you are ready to pot on, it is time to start saving some newspapers. You 

don’t have to invest in a paper pot maker but if you do it makes life a bit simpler. 

The alternative method is to roll a 6inch/10cm strip of newspaper around a rolling 

pin with 1 inch/2cm spare below the end. Fold the end under and press it together 

firmly, slide your pot off and bingo you have a plant pot ready to receive your 

seedlings.  If you are nimble fingered and have children to engage in an activity you 

can also make a folded paper pots using origami techniques, just search on line for 

step by step instructions.  

Before you go out and buy loads of different seeds to grow, think carefully about where you can move your maturing plants to 

once your windowsills are full. If you don’t have a green house or cold frame, do you have an old shelving unit you can cover in 

bits of bubble wrap, I bet you bought something that came in bubble wrap or clear plastic in the January Sales. You need a 

sheltered sunny spot to put your seedlings as the harden off to the cooler outdoors. This then gives you space to start off 

another lot indoors. 

If you have any hints and tips to share, write in for the March edition. 

Anita Basevi 
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TENNIS CLUB UPDATE 

The club’s first Tipsy Tennis evening in December proved to be a great hit and a nice start to 

the Christmas festivities. In spite of the 

cold, we had a good turnout with 

many fun games played over the few 

hours. Congratulations to team 

“Glitter Balls” for being the overall 

winner, and to team “National Elf 

Service” for the best team name! 

 

Wanborough is teaming up with Chiseldon, Delta, Marlborough and 

Ramsbury to play in some friendly fixtures for all ages of our junior 

players. This is a great way to add in some competitive play and give the 

children something to aim for when they attend their weekly coaching. 

Look out for the upcoming results. 

A reminder that Becky now runs Tots Tennis on Thursdays 10.30-11am; please contact Becky directly if anyone is interested in 

joining these sessions. Rusty Racquets at 2-3pm on Sunday afternoons is also proving extremely popular with many of the 

courts being occupied for the hour. Please contact the club if anyone is interested in getting back into tennis. We are a really 

friendly group of people! 

Susan Chapman 

Wanborough Wasps Junior Football Club  

It has been a while since Wanborough Wasps Junior Football Club have put a notice in the 

Lyden magazine, but given a number of changes over the last year it seemed appropriate to 

share. Wanborough Wasps Junior FC is an inclusive club that provides football coaching for 

juniors aged 6 to 13 years old and have over 100 children from Wanbourgh and 

surrounding villages playing across the age groups. Our teams train at the state of the art facilities at Foundation Park by the 

county ground in Swindon and play their matches on Sundays in Wanborough and Liddington. 

 Last year with the support of Wanborough Parish Council a nine-a-side pitch and goals were installed at the Lower Rec in 

Wanborough to support fixtures for our under 11, under 12 and under 13 teams.  The club has also made the decision to move 

our younger age groups to play their home games at Hooper Field to benefit from the better parking and facilities whilst 

investing in new goals. Hopefully this will protect the school pitch from being over used.  If you have ventured down to Hoopers 

Field on a Sunday morning you may have noticed two pitches marked out, a five-a-side pitch that caters for our under 7 and 

under 8 teams and a slightly larger seven-a-side pitch for our under 9 and under 10 junior section playing their home games. 

Since the move we have received lots of positive feedback from players, coaches, parents and opposition teams about the 

facilities. 

 We are a club run by volunteers and without these volunteers the club would not function. As we continue to grow the 

pipeline of teams each year we need more volunteers and if you are interested in getting involved please get in touch. Whether 

you have an interest in coaching, are a social media whizz or are interested in running a coffee shop on Sunday mornings we 

want to hear from you. 

 Lastly, if you have any budding football stars that would like to join next season’s 

under 7 team please reach out to us on at www.wanboroughwasps.com.  

Ian Butcher (Chairman) 

Chair@wanboroughwasps.com 

Wanborough Wasps Junior Football Club.  
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40 years of Neighbourhood Watch 

To celebrate 40 years of community support to tackle local crime Neighbourhood Watch are hosting a 

year of events. To kick this off they launched a new logo, for 2022 in January. They are holding their 

Neighbourhood Watch week this year to coincide with the Queens Platinum Jubilee and are 

encouraging people to hold their own street party by circulating a guide to help you plan a successful 

event. The leaflet is available on-line from; 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2021-05/HOW%20TO..%20Street%20Party.pdf 
There are plans afoot to hold a parish picnic this same weekend which coincides with the annual Beer Race on Friday 3rd June 

– more information to follow so watch this space. It will be a great opportunity to socialise with your wider community and get 

to know your neighbours. However, this should not stop you holding an event of your own – there are 4 days to choose from 

over the extended weekend.  

We were fortunate enough to be asked to join the Warnage Green socially distanced street party in May 2020 when the village 

celebrated the 75th anniversary of VE day. Kite Hill is not a street party kind of road, and we are not alone in living on a main 

road. So, if you decide to hold a street party, extend an invitation out to those near you, who might like to join in and can’t host 

their own street party. We are all neighbours after all. 

Anita Basevi 

A weekend in the big city 

For me a trip to London still holds the element of excitement I used to have when, as a child, going up to London was a huge 

adventure. We are not regular visitors to London in the best of times, Covid has curtailed our visits altogether. So, when asked 

if we would like to stay with friends for the weekend so the men could watch the Rugby – Gloucester v Saracens, we jumped at 

the chance. Although The ladies opted for a theatre trip which was altogether drier and warmer. 

Being fully aware of the covid situation in London in early January, the trip held some trepidation but I was very pleased with 

the care and attention given to helping us stay healthy by Transport for London. And, whilst the city was busy on Saturday 

when we travelled the underground, it was nothing like as crowded as I remembered on my 

last visit. Sunday the city was like a ghost town. 

There have been many changes since I last travelled up there. I could tap and go with my debit 

card or phone on the trains, we could click and collect our drinks at the theatre, there was 

considerably less being jostled on platforms and the general levels of politeness were very 

welcome. The skyline of the city has also changed and as we walked around the area adjacent 

to Liverpool Street Station, I was fascinated by the contrast of the new tower blocks being 

build, adjacent to and surrounding the older protected low rise buildings in the centre of the 

city. 

One of the highlights of the trip for me was to visit the 

Sky Garden at the top of the Walkie Talkie Tower. Tickets 

need to be prebooked to reserve a time slot and there is 

no charge to get in!. We were lucky, the sun was shining and the sky clear so the views 

from the top were fabulous. I can thoroughly recommend it, but you do need a head for 

heights! 

It was a great experience and we managed to get home Covid Free. 

Anita Basevi 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2021-05/HOW%20TO..%20Street%20Party.pdf
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Dear Reader, 

We are the Swindon Region of the Jaguar Enthusiasts’ Club and are inviting anyone that 
may own a Jaguar that is also a fan of the Mark to meet likeminded people for social 
gatherings on a regular basis attending several Car events throughout the year from 
Classic Car Shows to Track Days where you can even take your own car around a circuit of 
pay a donation to the event organisers who are generally running the event as a fund 
raiser too.  Also to enjoy a social day out with other members of the Region, plus bring 
along your family to enjoy the fun too. 
 As a Region we are a not for profit club and a lot of our time is used raising funds for 
Charity, we as a Region are supporters of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance who are the chosen 
Charity of our members and to help raise money for them we hold various forms of events, sales and Prize raffles and draws.  
 
We hold a regular Region monthly meeting on the first Tuesday of the month so for more information or to answer any 
questions you may have please feel free to contact Events organiser at swindonjec@aol.com 
Warren Shirley 
Swindon Region Chairman 
 

Want to receive a soft copy of the Lyden? 

If you live in Wanborough Parish and you wish to receive the Lyden by e-mail rather than a hard copy delivered through 

your door then please complete the consent form which  can be downloaded as a word document from the Parish website 

www.wanborough.info, under “Information” then “Lyden” or e-mail Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info who can send 

the form to you. 
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CHISELDON LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Monthly speaker meetings are back! Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 16th February, all being well. The topic and 
speaker are unconfirmed at the time of writing as we cannot be sure of speaker availability until shortly before the event. 
Meetings are also “members only” due to restrictions on the occupancy of the Church Hall. A schedule of future meetings is in 
preparation. The schedule will be published on the website (see below) and to members when available. 

Our website www.chiseldonlhg.org.uk is being revamped – news of meetings and other events will be published here when 
available. 

Our 2022 Calendar: “Chiseldon Then and Now”, which features historical photographs of locations in and around the village 
alongside current images, was a great success. We will start to prepare the 2023 calendar in the summer. Any ideas for topics 
that you would like to see included are most welcome. 

Chiseldon Museum 

The museum is undergoing redecoration and refurbishment. We are installing new exhibits to enable re-opening in April. It 
will be H.M. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year, so we are planning a display on royal connections to Chiseldon over the 
years, plus a new section on Burderop Park to coincide with its redevelopment, amongst many other exciting items! 

Elaine Jones (01793 740784)     Keith Parsons (01793 741346)     Email: info@chiseldonlhg.org.uk 

Save the Date:- 

Three litter picks around the village are planned:- 

Thursday 17th March - Meet at Foxhill bus Stop at 10am 

Friday 18th March - Meet at the allotment car park at 10am  

Saturday 19th March - Meet at Calley Arms at 10am 

All equipment is provided, please wear clothing suitable for 

the weather conditions.  Please note litter picks on 17th & 

18th are not suitable for children.  Families are welcome on the 19th March.  Look forward to seeing you there. 
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Wanborough Scarecrow Trail 2022: Sat 23rd April – Sun 8th May 

 …..it’s back!!!   Having had a break of 2 years, planning is underway for this year’s trail and we are hoping that many residents 

will help us to make / host an amazing set of scarecrows based on the theme: The World of Nursery Rhymes (the theme we 

nearly delivered in 2020!) 

 Many new residents may have arrived since we last ran a trail so please head to www.wanborough.info and look at previous 

years’ photos.   More details will be provided in next month’s issue but in the meantime, if you would like to make or host a 

scarecrow please get in touch via email with some Nursery Rhyme choices that you’d be prepared to create. Scarecrows can be 

made of papier mache, straw stuffed clothing, wood or anything that will last 2 weeks in the British weather.  Ideally the 

scarecrow is mannequin like and some cryptic, but not impossible, ones are welcomed to help find our top scorers for prizes. 

 The route will be Village Hall, High Street, lower part of Chapel Lane, across top of the Lower Rec to Badgers Close, Springlines, 

Beanlands, Rodway, Greenaway, Grange Close, Jenner Close, Kite Hill, Magdalen Road, Avenell Road and back across the Lower 

Rec to the Village Hall. 

 Normally there is a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes for main trail; a child’s prize for their activity sheet completion and finally a prize for 

“most favourite” scarecrow.  If any local businesses would like to offer to sponsor the prizes please get in touch. 

 The Scarecrow Trail has run since 2005 and I hope will run for at least another 15+ years but this year is the last one that I will 

organise, as I’m now living away. Michelle McSweeney has already kindly offered to get involved again collating makers/hosts, 

but more helpers are required please for signage erection; preparing the trail and child activity sheets and getting our 

refreshment / trail sheet sales points organised and rostered with helpers.  If anyone would like a no obligation chat to know 

more before thinking about helping out, please give me a call. 

 Please volunteer if you possibly can to ensure that this year’s event can be the amazing swansong I would like it to 

be!!!   Thank you 

 PS. The May Day Fayre will not be back this year but hopefully the pandemic will be in control enough that we can run it again 

in 2023. 

 Tessa Lanstein: tessaannlanstein@gmail.com: 07795 057420 

 Some past photos of the scarecrow’s in 2009 - Do you remember any of them? 
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Recipe of the Month: Boiled Fruit Cake 

This month’s recipe is from Sue Ripley and is my Dad’s Favourite whenever we visit.  It has also won the Wanborough Show a 

number of times, so it must be good. 

Over to Sue: 

Boiled Fruit Cake 

120g/4 oz Butter 
170g/6oz Sugar 
230/14ozs Dried Fruit 
225ml/8fl oz water (for a bit special incorporate a splash of brandy/whiskey) 
1 tsp Bicarbonate of Soda 
1 half tsp Mixed Spice 
2 Beaten Eggs 
120g/4 oz Plain Flour 
120g/4 oz Self raising flour 
Pinch of Salt 
 

Preheat the oven to 350f/180C Gas Mark 4 the middle bottom right hand oven of a 4 door Aga if you are that lucky.  Fan oven 
160C. 
Prepare the tin by applying a thin layer of margarine and lining with 2 layers of Greaseproof paper. 
Put the Butter, sugar, fruit, water, bicarb of soda and mixed spice in a saucepan over a moderate heat. Bring to the boil and 
simmer for 1 minute.  
Pour into a mixing bowl and allow to cool.  Make sure you allow the mixture to cool, because if it is still very hot when you add 
the eggs, they will cook straight away, and the cake won’t rise properly. 
Add eggs, flour and salt to cooled mixture. Mix well and pour into prepared tin. 
Bake for approx. 1 and a quarter hours. You may need to put brown paper over the top if cake starts to singe before it is 
cooked throughout. 
Cake is ready when an inserted skewer comes out clean – leave to cool on a wire rack 
EAT! 
 

This is a forgiving recipe you don’t even have to be very precise with the measuring out.  The cake should keep for a couple of 
months wrapped in tin foil in a tin and can be spiked with brandy or whatever you fancy before being covered in marzipan and 
icing for Christmas.  Unlike more traditional fruit cake recipes, you can eat it straight away if you want to without even waiting 
for it to cool completely.  
Enjoy 

Prestigious charity ball returns to Swindon in 2022 

Prospect Hospice’s popular Full Length and Fabulous charity ball, hosted by singer and 
entertainer Jonathan Wilkes, is making a welcome return in 2022. 

After having to cancel its fundraising ball in 2020 to celebrate its 40th anniversary because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the charity has announced it will be going ahead on Saturday 14 May 2022 at the STEAM Museum, 
Swindon, at 7pm and tickets are now on sale. 

Sheryl Crouch, head of income at Prospect Hospice, said: “We’re really looking forward to holding our charity ball in 2022 after 
a break of two years and we’d love our supporters to join us. It will be a James Bond themed ball with first-class entertainment, 
fine dining and a chance to win fabulous prizes in our auction and raffles, including a piece of diamond jewellery donated by 
Deacons jewellers in Old Town, Swindon.” 

Sheryl added: “We’ve had businesses and their employees, families and friends of patients cared for by the hospice attending 
our balls in the past, so if you’re looking for a fantastic night out with colleagues, family or friends you really don’t want to miss 
our Full Length and Fabulous Ball. You’ll also help make a real difference to the lives of local people needing our care.” 

Tickets for the ball are £80 per head or £800 for a table of ten. To book your place email SherylCrouch@prospect-hospice.net 
or call 01793 816159. 

Virtual nurse recruitment open days 

If you are an experienced nurse or newly qualified nurse and would like to work in end of life care, Prospect Hospice, 
Wroughton, is holding virtual open days. 

The hospice, which is rated Outstanding by the Care Quality Commission, is recruiting for community nurses and inpatient 
nurses. The virtual open days will provide an opportunity to hear about the services at the hospice, hear from nursing and 
medical staff who work at the hospice and learn about the training and career progression opportunities available. 

The virtual open days are on 4 and 5 February 2022. For more information visit www.prospect-hospice.net 

mailto:SherylCrouch@prospect-hospice.net
http://www.prospect-hospice.net
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Online lessons also available 
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LYDEN MAGAZINE CONTACTS 

Editorial: Angela             e.mail - lydenmagazine@gmail.com           

 

Advertising:                  Lorna               email - lydenadvertsing@gmail.com 

 

Subsciptions /              Anita & John   email - lydensubs@gmail.com 

Distribution: 

 

Announcments:          Anita                email - lydenannounce@gmail.com 

 

Please note: Copy date for the next Lyden is 14th February 2022 .  Please send your articles to e-

mail Lydenmagazine@gmail.com  

February 2022 

Musings on the words of Swindon’s Victorian nature writer, Richard Jefferies, by Dr Mike Pringle, Director of the Richard 

Jefferies Museum. For more information: www.richardjefferies.org 

Seasons play a huge part in Jefferies’ works, underpinning almost everything he writes about. Of course today we all look 

forward to the summer, and hate the cold, wet and miserable days that seem to dominate so much of British life, at least in 

our conversations. But in Victorian times, particularly for those who worked the land, the seasons genuinely did dominate 

everything, with subtle differences in temperature, rainfall or sunshine meaning, quite literally, life or death. To a nature 

writer like Jefferies the changes of the seasons are a gift, offering a moving feast of natural life to watch and write about. The 

following words, from a series of essays published in 1885, ‘The Open Air’, express the author’s simple joy of seeing a single 

butterfly in February, but then the image expands to encompass practically the whole year and its wonderful seasonable shifts.      

“Coming so suddenly over the hedge into the road close to me, he startled me as if I had been awakened from a dream – I had 

been thinking it was August, and woke to find it February – for the sulphur butterfly is the February pleasure. Between the 

dark storms and wintry rains there is a warm sunny interval of a week in February. Away one goes for a walk, and presently 

there appears a bright yellow spot among the furze, dancing along like a flower let loose. It is a sulphur butterfly, who thus 

comes before the earliest chiffchaff – before the watch begins for the first swallow. I call it the February pleasure, as each 

month has its delight. So associated as this butterfly is with early spring, to see it again after months of leaf and flower – after 

June and July – with the wheat in shock and the scent of harvest in the land, is startling. The summer, then, is a dream! It is still 

winter; but no, here are the trees in leaf, the nuts reddening, the hum of bees, and dry summer dust on the high wiry grass. 

The sulphur butterfly comes twice; there is a second brood; but there are some facts that are always new and surprising, 

however well known. I may say again, if only rare, how this butterfly would be 

prized!” 

Insects also play a big part for Jefferies, with him studying them at every 

opportunity, and using them to see patterns relating to the seasons, as he does 

with the sulphur butterfly. What is clear from reading his works is how the 

numbers of insects have diminished since then, with huge clouds of bugs and a 

constant hum hanging over the fields in nineteenth century Wiltshire, to barely a 

single fly splatting our car windscreens today. This is not a good sign for our 

environment, but I’m sure there are plenty of people who are very happy to have 

a few less creepy-crawlies to share their homes with…   

 

Photograph: the beauty of a butterfly in the garden is not to be missed.     
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Privacy Statement 

1.The Lyden Magazine needs to keep a small amount of personal data about its subscribers to enable the correct delivery and renewal of 

subscriptions. 2.We will collect, store, use, amend, share, destroy or delete personal data only in ways which protect people’s privacy and 

comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation. 3. We will only collect the following information: 

Name and Address for delivery 4. We will provide individuals with details of the data we have about them or amend or delete when 

requested by the relevant individual.5. We will keep all personal data secure. 6. We will not share any personal data with third parties or 

individuals outside of the Lyden distribution team. 

The Joke Box 
 

   

 I sleep with the bedside lamp on, friends say I'm weird, but I think 
it makes a lovely hat! 

 
 Phew, just scraped a degree in dress making, I got a 'Tu Tu'! 
 
 If that doesn't work out, I'll change career and become a 

Dermatologist, but I guess I will have to start from scratch? 
 
 If I'm reading their lips correctly, my neighbours are arguing about 

some creepy person next door I think? 
 
 
Keep smiling all!  
The Village Joker  

St. Andrew’s Church Wanborough 

The Church is currently looking for volunteers for cleaning, please contact Gill Brown (07771 600162) 

confirming you are able to help, many thanks in advance. 

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough.         

If anyone wishes to have a name recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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The HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available, full PPE 

A & B Domestic Appliances 
Guaranteed repairs to washing machines and    

tumble driers. A genuine professional repair service. 

Contact Andrew Matthews at: 

E: aandbdomestic@gmail.com 

Tel: 01793 536332   Mobile: 07850 665925 
 

11 Farman Close, Eldene, Swindon, SN3 6DP 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

PAUL  BISHOP 
 

Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates 

Competitive prices 

 
1 Manor View, Liddington 

Call Paul on 790768 / mobile 07770 751275 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

